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Provisions for the Outcome in Explanation of 
"The Select" of Sunan al-Kubra 
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-X- 


Chapter: Placing the Forearms on the Thighs 
and Interlacing the Hands Between the Knees 


This chapter mentions the narrations indicative of the legislation of at-Tatblq in the prayer. 

The author [Muhammad bin 'Adam al-'lthlyubl], may Allah, the exalted, pardon him, said: 

This is that which is found in the al-Hindlyah edition. As for what is in the al-Maymunlyah Press edition released in Egypt 
during 1312, there is the writing of the transcriber with the wording: "Kitab at-Tatblq”- it is that which is in [Sunan] al-Kubra 
as well. Among the authors of several books like al-Mu'jam ul-Mufahras li-'Alfaz il-Hadlth in-Nabawl, Miftah Kunuuz is-Sun- 
nah, and Tayslr al-Manfa'ati bi-Kitabi Miftah Kunuz is-Sunnah wal-Mu'jam al-Mufahras li-'Alfaz il-Hadlth in-Nabawl, it circu¬ 
lated that there is no basis for it because at-Tatblq is not a category per se such that they could suggest by means of the use 
of the term "Kitab” [the subject of Tatblq] can be variegated into chapters. Thus, what is proper is that it be interpreted as 
a "chapter title", or "Bab”, and that it be placed subordinate to the previous Kitab. So, consider [the possibilities]; and Allah, 
exalted is He, is most knowledgeable. 

At-Tatblq is a verbal noun of the verb "Jabbaqa” [Jjib]. 'Ibn al-'Athlr, may Allah have mercy on him, said: "It is that one 
brings together the fingers of his hands and places them between his knees in bowing [Ruku'] and while sitting during the 
Testimony of Faith [Tashahhud]” 

It is also said in Mukhtar as-Sihah : "At-Tatblq in the prayer is to place the arms between the thighs." 

In summary, the meaning which the sum total of the transmissions provide is that at-Tatblq is to join the hands and to inter¬ 
lace the fingers of both hands until they separate, then place them between the knees in the state of bowing [Ruku']. And 
Allah, exalted is He, is most knowledgeable of the correct view. 

#1029- 'Isma il bin Mas'ud informed us, he said: Khalid bin ul-Harith informed us, on authority of Shu'bah, on authority 
of Sulayman, he said: I heard 'Ibrahim narrating, on authority of 'Alqamah and al-'Aswad: 

They were both with 'Abd Allah [bin Mas'ud] in his home. Then ['Abd Allah] said: "Did these [people already] pray?" We 
['Alqamah and al-'Aswad] said: "Yes." Thus, ['Abd Allah] led them both in the prayer while he stood between them with¬ 
out an initial or final call to prayer ['Adhan or 'Iqamah]. 

['Abd Allah] said: "When you are three in number, then perform [the prayer] likewise. When you are greater in number 
than that, then one of you should lead the prayer and she should spread his arms on his thighs." And it was as if I [al-'As- 
wad] was seeing the parting of the fingers of the Messenger of Allah, may the blessings of Allah and peace be upon him. 

The men of this chain of narration are eight: 

1) 'Isma'II bin Mas'ud 

Al-Jahdarl, al-Basrl; trustworthy [Thiqah]; whose biography was previously mentioned in 42/47. 
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2) Khalid bin ul-Harith: AI-HujaymT, 'Abu 'Uthman al-Basri; trustworthy, dependable [Thiqah, Thabt]; whose biography 
was previously mentioned in 42/47. 

3) Shu'bah: 'Ibn al-Hajjaj, the leader [al-'lmam], the proof [al-Hujjah], the dependable [oth-Thobt], al-Basri; whose biog¬ 
raphy was previously mentioned in 24/26. 

4) Sulayman: 'Ibn Mihran al-'A'mash, the leader [al-'lmam], the memorizer [al-Hafiz], the proof [al-Hujjah], al-KGfi; 
whose biography was previously mentioned in 17/18. 

5) 'Ibrahim: 'Ibn YazTd an-Nakha'T, al-KGfi; trustworthy [Thiqah], a proof [Hujjah]; whose biography was previously men¬ 
tioned in 29/33. 

6 ) 'Alqamah: 'Ibn Qays bin 'Abd Allah an-Nakha'T, al-KGfi; trustworthy [Thiqah], dependable [Thabt], a jurist [FaqTh], avid 
worshiper ['Abid]; whose biography was previously mentioned in 61/77. 

7) AI-'Aswad: 'Ibn Yazid bin Qays an-Nakha'i, al-KGfi; he lived during the time of JahilTyah and the time of the Compan¬ 
ions [Mukhadram]; trustworthy [Thiqah]; having a large number of students and teachers [Mukthir], a jurist [FaqTh]; 
whose biography was previously mentioned in 29/33. 

8 ) 'Abd Allah: 'Ibn Mas'Gd al-Hudhali, the Companion, the famous [ash-ShahTr], may Allah be pleased with him; previ¬ 
ously mentioned in 35/39. And Allah, the exalted, is most knowledgeable. 

Subtleties of This Chain of Narration 

This chain is counted among the seven-person chains of the compiler, may Allah have mercy on him. [This means that 
there are only seven individuals between the compiler of the HadTth and the Prophet, may the blessings of Allah and 
peace be upon him] 

All of its narrators are trustworthy [Thiqah] and are counted as among the narrators of the "group" [of HadTth compila¬ 
tions, i.e. Jama'ah], except his Shaykh, for [an-Nasa'i] is alone in narrating from him. 

The first three narrators are from Basrah and the rest are from KGfah. 

There are three narrators from the Tabi'Tn who transmit from one another- Sulayman al-'A'mash, on authority of 'Ibrahim 
an-Nakha'i, on authority of both 'Alqamah and al-'Aswad. 

It contains the name "'Abd Allah" while neglecting [to identify which one]. It has been previously mentioned more than 
once that when people from KGfah generalize [the name], then it refers to 'Abd Allah bin Mas'Gd, may Allah be pleased 
with him; and Allah, exalted is He, is most knowledgeable. 

Explanation of the HadTth 

(On authority of Sulayman) al-'A'mash, that (He said: I heard 'Ibrahim) : jll In other words, 

an-Nakha'i (Narrating) il^4 A clause in the accusative state; and it is said that it is a second object to "heard" because 
it is [a verb] from the sisters of [the verb] Zann [which require a conjunction/clause to follow in the accusative state] (On 
authority of 'Alqamah) isife bin Qays an-Nakha'i (And al-'Aswad) 'Ibn Yazid bin Qays an-Nakha'i, and he is the 

nephew of 'Alqamah (That they were both with 'Abd Allah) Ajj ^ bin Mas'Gd, may Allah be pleased with him 

(In his house) vg <3 In other words, the house of 'Abd Allah, may Allah be pleased with him (Then, he said: "Did these 
[people already] pray?") j^i : jul Meaning the Amir and those who follow him; it also contains an indication of re¬ 
buke for their delay of the prayer (We said: "Yes .") ^ : iiil In other words, "they prayed [already]"; it also contains a con¬ 
tradiction to what was previously mentioned in 27/219 from a route of 'Isa bin YGnus, on authority of al-'A'mash: "We 
said: "No"." So, it is possible that the incident happened twice, or they intended by saying "yes" that some who prayed 
were punctual to the first timing [of the prayer] and by saying "no" that those who delayed were following the Amir. And 
Allah, exalted is He, is most knowledgeable. 

(Thus, he led them both) In other words, 'Ibn Mas'Gd prayed as the 'Imam with 'Alqamah and al-'Aswad; and it 
was previously mentioned in the explanation of HadTth #799 that the prayer which he prayed with them was the midday 
prayer [az-Zuhr] (And he stood between themjt^ ^ In other words, he positioned himself in the middle during the 
standing [Qiyam] for the prayer between 
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'Alqamah and al-'Aswad; and in the previous transmission in 37/719: "So, we got up to stand behind him and he placed 
one of us on his right and the other on his left". This was the school [Madh'hab] of 'Ibn Mas'Gd, may Allah be pleased 
with him. The majority of scholars among the Companions differed with him. Thus, those after them until today, say 
that when two men pray with the 'Imam, they should stand behind him in a row and he should be ahead of them. The 
commentary on this with its proofs was previously mentioned in 18/799. 

(Without an 'Adhan or 'Iqamah) <uili % jill jju And this is also [the view of] his school [Madh'hab], may Allah be pleased 
with him, as well as some of the Salaf among his companions and others- that the initial call to prayer ['Adhan] is not 
legislated, nor the final call to prayer ['Iqamah], for someone who prays alone whereof he does not pray in the congre¬ 
gational Masjid. It was previously mentioned in 37/719 that the preponderant view is the legislation of both ['Adhan and 
'Iqamah] for each person who prays. 

(He said) jii In other words, 'Ibn Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him (When you are three in number, then perform 
[the prayer] likewise) \£&>\l \l\ In other words, standing with the 'Imam in a single row (And when you are 

greater in number than that, then one of you should lead the prayer) {Sbl ^ "0 \l\j In other words, one of 

you should be in front of the others as an 'Imam and the others should line up behind him. In a transmission of Muslim, 
from a route of 'AbT Mu'awiyah, on authority of al-'A'mash: "And when you are three in number, then pray together. And 
when you are more than that, one of you should lead". (And he should spread) [Wal-Yafrish] with a Fat'hah on 

the letter Yd; it is said, "Farashtu al-Basat” iu^ji r.h$l or "/ spread out the rug” and [one can " Farashtu "] other things; 
“Farshan”b£ [can be a participle meaning] "spreading out" and [it can be a noun meaning] "a carpet/rug"; [the verb 
"Farasha"^ ] is from the same form as “Qatala” jsl ; and in the language, also from the form of " Daraba : [7 dha 
basatahu] \l\ "When he spread it out..." [This] was mentioned in the book al-Musbah. As-SindT said in his expla¬ 
nation: "It is from the word "'Afrasha” in other words, with a Damma on the letter Yd [instead of Fat'hah], 
according to the fourth form of the verb; in other words, "he should lay both [arms] like bedding". ~end quote 

The author, may Allah, the exalted, pardon him, said: "I do not think the fourth form of the verb is sound [as a root] while 
still providing the appropriate meaning here, so consider [this]. And Allah, exalted is He, is most knowledgeable. 

(His arms on his thighs) 

The apparent meaning is that [the narrator] intends "[two] arms" [Dhira'ayn] by saying [the word for] "[two] hands" 
[Kaffayn] here. That is clarified by what is in the transmission of Muslim: "And when one of you performs the bowing 
[Ruku'], then he should lay his arms upon his thighs, he should incline, and interlace his hands. Thus, truly it was as if I 
was looking at the parting of the fingers of the Messenger of Allah, may the blessings of Allah and peace be upon him. 
Thus, he ['Abd Allah] showed them [i.e. al-'Aswad and 'Alqamah]." The meaning of the statement [Fal-Yajna'] fckd l - 
with Fat'hah on the letter Yd and Sukun on the letter Jim and ending with the letter Flamzah- is: "he should incline". 

(And it was as if I was seeing the parting of the fingers of the Messenger of Allah, may the blessings of Allah and peace 
be upon him.) iui ji ufc '[/fo Annamd] "And it was as if" is for the resemblance of the 

situation and power of its witnessing in his mind by means of his seeing it with his own eyes. [It also serves] as an expres¬ 
sion for affirming the matter and its occurrence. 

This discussion is related to at-TatbTq. For in the aforementioned transmission of the compiler is an abridgement, as the 
transmission of Muslim makes clear: "And he should interlace his hands. Thus, truly it was as if I..." to the end of the 
quote. 

What I mentioned in explanation of this point is in agreement with what is found in the rest of the transmissions. As- 
SindT explained it in a way that is far removed from the intended meaning, [and in doing so] thus, he departed [from the 
strongest meaning]; however, he mentioned in the end what I mentioned, [and in doing so] thus, he made it right. See 
his explanation in 2/184 from his book. And Allah, the exalted, is most knowledgeable. 

The author [al-'lthlyDbl], may Allah pardon him, said: "This HadTth of 'Abd Allah bin Mas'Gd, may Allah be pleased with 
him, was referenced by Muslim. Sufficient clarification of related matters in terms of legal issues was previously men¬ 
tioned in 37/719 and 18/799. 
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Chapter 90: 


Placing the Forearms on the Thighs 
& Interlacing the Hands Between the Knees 


#1029 


I will mention matters related to the ruling on at-TatbTq in the following chapter, if Allah, the exalted, wills. And Allah is 
the most knowledgeable of what is correct; and to Him is the return and resort; and upon Him do we rely and what an 
excellent choice for entrusting one's affairs. 
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